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DETAILED ACTION 

This action is responsive to the application filed January 30, 2001 . Claims 1-20 
are pending. Claims 1-20 represent a text messaging system and method. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Yamaguchi, U.S. Patent No. 6,519,471. 

Yamaguchi teaches the invention as claimed including a portable electronic mail 
apparatus and storage medium storing electronic mail program (see abstract). 

Regarding claim 1 , a text messaging system made up of a plurality of information 
terminals provided with communications means, and servers connected to the 
information terminals via communications lines responsive to the communications 
means, the text messaging system comprising: 
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transmission means provided in the information terminals for transmitting to the 
servers text messages addressed to other of the information terminals (col. 8, lines 23- 
39; Yamaguchi discloses a transmitted mail area); 

reception means provided in the information terminals to for receiving from the 
servers text messages from other of the information terminals (col. 8, lines 6-22; 
Yamaguchi discloses a received mail area); 

status detection means provided in the information terminals for detecting and 
reporting to the servers operational status including at least status of connection with 
the communications lines (col. 19, lines 45-65; Yamaguchi discloses detection of a mail 
address); 

reception means provided in the servers for receiving text messages from the 
information terminals (col. 8, lines 6-22; Yamaguchi discloses a server receiving mail); 

transmission means provided in the servers for transmitting text messages 
received from ones of the information terminals to others of the information terminals 
(col. 8, lines 6-22); 

status administration means provided in the servers for holding per user 
information-terminal operational status reported from said status detection means (col. 
19, lines 45-65; Yamaguchi discloses a determination result based on the detection); 
and 

decision means provided in the servers for deciding transmission modes for the 
text messages according to the information terminal operational status (col. 9, lines 33- 
67; col. 10, lines 1-31; Yamaguchi discloses a determination result). 
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Regarding claim 2, a text messaging system made up of at least one mobile 
terminal and at least one information terminal respectively provided with communication 
means, and at least one server connected to the at least one mobile terminal and to the 
at least one information terminal via at least one communications line responsive to the 
communications means, the text messaging system comprising: 

transmission means provided in the at least one information terminal for 
transmitting to the at least one to server text messages addressed to the at least one 
mobile terminal, or to at least one other information terminal wherein the system 
includes a plurality thereof (col. 2, lines 8-20; col. 8, lines 23-39; Yamaguchi discloses a 
portable electronic mail apparatus); 

reception means provided in the at least one information terminal for receiving 
from the at least one server text messages from the at least one mobile terminal, or 
from at least one other information terminal wherein the system includes a plurality 
thereof (col. 2, lines 8-20; col. 8, lines 6-22); 

status detection means provided in the at least one information terminal for 
detecting and reporting to the at least one server operational status including at least 
status of connection with the at least one communications line (col. 2, lines 8-20; col. 
19, lines 45-65); 

reception means provided in the at least one server for receiving text messages 
from the at least one mobile terminal or the at least one information terminal (col. 2, 
lines 8-20; col. 8, lines 6-22); 
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transmission means provided in the at least one server for transmitting to the at 
least one information terminal text messages received from the at least one mobile 
terminal, and transmitting to the at least one mobile terminal text messages received 
from the at least one information terminal, or transmitting text messages received from 
the at least one mobile terminal or the at least one information terminal to at .least one 
other mobile terminal or to at least one other information terminal wherein the system 
includes a plurality of either (col. 2, lines 8-20; col. 8, lines 23-39); 

status administration means provided in the at least one server for holding per 
user information-terminal operational status reported from said status detection means 
(col. 19, lines 45-65); and 

decision means provided in the at least one server for deciding transmission 
modes for the text messages according to the information terminal operational status 
(col. 9, lines 33-67; col. 10, lines 1-31). 

Regarding claim 3, a text messaging system according to claim 2, wherein: 
said status detection means further detects and reports to the at least one server 

whether the at least one information terminal is being used (col. 19, lines 66-67; col. 20, 

lines 1-31; Yamaguchi discloses a status variable); and 

said decision means if the at least one information terminal is being used decides 

the at least one information terminal to be a transmission destination for text messages 

(col. 9, lines 33-63; Yamaguchi discloses when the determination result is NO a mode 

selection screen is displayed). 
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Regarding claim 4, a text messaging system according to claim 2, the at least 
one information terminal further being provided with service detection means for 
detecting and for reporting to the at least one server network-application operational 
status in the at least one information terminal; wherein: 

said status administration means holds the reported network-application 
operational status (col. 19, lines 45-65); and 

said decision means, wherein the network application is operable on the at least 
one server, decides to transmit to text messages using the network application if the 
network application is running on the at least one information terminal (col. 9, lines 33- 
67; col. 10, lines 1-31). 

Regarding claim 5, a text messaging system according to claim 2, wherein said 
transmission means is enabled to notify the at least one server that a text message has 
been read, further comprising: 

reporting administration means provided in the at least 6 one server for saving 
text messages transmitted to the at least one information terminal, and, wherein not 
notified to the effect that a text message has been read, for forwarding the text message 
to the at least one mobile terminal (col. 8, lines 6-22; Yamaguchi discloses a received 
mail area storing mails and the use of an unseal flag). 
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Regarding claim 6, a text messaging system according to claim 5, wherein said 
reporting administration means forwards to the at least one mobile terminal text 
messages transmitted to the at least one information terminal in response to change in 
operational status of the at least one information terminal (col. 7, lines 39-49; 
Yamaguchi discloses received mail being transmitted). 

Regarding claim 7, a text messaging system according to claim 5, wherein if a 
text message transmitted to the at least one information terminal is not read within a 
predetermined time period, said reporting administration means forwards the text 
message to the at least one mobile terminal (col. 21, lines 1-16; Yamaguchi discloses 
received mail transferred if the mail meets a transfer condition). 

Regarding claim 8, a text messaging system according to claim 5, wherein said 
reporting administration means in predetermined instances reports to text message 
send sources that their text messages have been sent: to the at least one mobile 
terminal (col. 8, lines 23-39; Yamaguchi discloses a transmitted flag). 

Regarding claim 9, a text messaging system according to claim 5, wherein if said 
reporting administration means cannot send a text message to the at least one mobile 
terminal, said reporting administration means stores the text message and reports to the 
text message send source that its text message has been stored (col. 8, lines 23-39; 
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Yamaguchi discloses electronic mails stored with the transmitted flag indicating that the 
electronic mail has not been transmitted). 

Regarding claim 10, a text messaging system according to claim 2, wherein: 

said status detection means reports to the at least one server text message 
senders 1 contact phone numbers (col. 18, lines 35-65; col. 19, lines 1-4; Yamaguchi 
discloses a connection to a dial number); 

said status administration means holds the reported phone numbers (col. 18, 
lines 35-65; col. 19, lines 1-4; Yamaguchi discloses a dial number set in advance); and 

wherein a text message is sent from the at least one information terminal to the 
at least one mobile terminal, if the senders 1 contact phone number has been set, said 
decision means adds the phone number to and transmits the text message (col. 18, 
lines 35-65; col. 19, lines 1-4; Yamaguchi discloses received mails being processed 
after the connection). 

Regarding claim 1 1, a text messaging system according to claim 2, further 
comprising a proxy information terminal connected to the at least one communications 
line, wherein said proxy information terminal is provided with: 

reception means for receiving from the at least one server text messages from 
the at least one mobile terminal (col. 2, lines 8-20; col. 8, lines 6-22); 
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information acquisition means for obtaining in accordance with the received text 
messages operational status of at least one other information terminal wherein the 
system includes a plurality thereof (col. 2, lines 8-20; col. 19, lines 45-65); 

transmission means for transmitting the obtained operational status as a text, 
message to the at least one mobile terminal (col. 2, lines 8-20; col. 8, lines 23-39); and 

information setting means for setting and reporting to the at least one server 
operational status of the at least one other information terminal in accordance with the 
received text messages (col. 19, lines 45-65). 

Claims 1 2-20 do not teach or define any new limitations above claims 2 and 5 
and therefore are rejected for similar reasons. 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

U.S. Pat. No. 6,334,140 to Kawamata. 

U.S. Pat. No. 6,178,331 to Holmes et al. 

U.S. Pat. No. 6,108,688 to Nielsen. 

U.S. Pat. No. 5,872,926 to Levac et al. 

U.S. Pat. No. 6,701 ,378 to Gihuly et al. 

U.S. Pat. No. 5,706,211 to Beletic et al. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Avi Gold whose telephone number is 703-305-8762. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00-5:30 (1st Friday Off). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on 703-308-7562. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Avi Gold 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 21 57 
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